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NORTHWEST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

2257 NW Raleigh St.

Portland Oregon  97210

503.823.4288

coalition@nwnw.org
July 20, 2010

Mr. William Hoffman

Project Manager

Portland Bureau of Transportation

1120 SW 5th Avenue, Suite 800

Portland, Oregon 97204

Re: 
NWDA Comments on West Burnside Street Improvements

Dear Bill:
As you know the NWDA Transportation Committee has been considering the status of plans for West Burnside Street and we understand that those plans are presently under review both by the Mayor’s office and by project staff. In a recent conversation, you indicated that those plans are presently also under review and might reach the next stage of development by this fall 2010.

While the NWDA looks forward to receiving an update on this important work, we would in the meantime like to promote the thoughtful and holistic consideration of the couplet plan to preserve the best qualities of the neighboring Pearl District and not to divert traffic so as to impact the livability of the Northwest neighborhood.

The NWDA Board of Directors further wants to see West Burnside from West 15th Avenue to West 23rd Place included in any plans for “lower” and “middle” Burnside Street. We understand that the available right of way is severely constrained in this section of West Burnside. We believe, however, that is all the more reason to make the most of a difficult community environment, particularly for pedestrians who make extensive use of this facility. It is the natural corridor for foot traffic between downtown and the Northwest District. These treatments could include but should not be limited to:
· Removal of sidewalk obstructions (telephone poles, signs),
· Creation of pedestrian oasis’s where right of way can be secured,

· Grinding and paving of the roadway to reduce the crown and eliminate potholes that cause splashing of pedestrians,

· Placement of signals at each intersection to calm traffic and provide additional, safe pedestrian crossings,

· Integration of bus shelters with adjoining buildings to reduce sidewalk footprints,

· Consolidation of driveway curb cuts, 

· Integration of improvements and improved crosswalk clarity at the intersection of angled streets with West Burnside Street and

· Provision for artwork, banners and features that might lend identity and a festive atmosphere to what today feels like a “no mans land”.

The NWDA suggests that such improvements could be made at modest expense for the benefits received and that traffic management measures are needed along the full length of West Burnside Street. The draft Portland Plan addresses the value of 20-minute communities, yet this existing hostile environment presents a penalty and outright barrier for many pedestrians trying to take full advantage of opportunities on both sides of West Burnside Street.

Thank you for this consideration and the NWDA Transportation Committee looks forward to meeting with you this fall.

Best Regards,

Ron Walters

NWDA Board President
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Phil Selinger

NWDA Transportation Committee Co-Chair 
C: 
Mayor Sam Adams

