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The Northwest District 
Famous People 

James LeGros and Matt Dillon on NW Pettygrove in Drugstore Cowboy - 1989  
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The Northwest District 
Famous People 

David Giuntoli, Russell Hornsby in Grimm – 2017
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The Northwest District 
Political Leaders 

Neighbor and Mayor Vera Katz Neighbor and Mayor B  
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The Northwest District Index 
Number of people residing in the Northwest District:  16,647

Median age in years:  33.6

Percentage white residents:  87.5

Percentage Black:  1.7

Percentage of non-family households:  66.7

Percentage renter-occupied housing units:  76.3

Land area in acres:  934

Residents per acre:  17.8

Per square mile:  12,147

Rank of density in Portland neighborhoods:  10

Percentage post-secondary degrees:  71.8

Rank of post-secondary degrees in Portland neighborhoods:  15

Percentage decrease in number of shuffleboard tables 1970–2020: 93.31

Percentage increase in average cost of metered parking 1970–2020: : ∞
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The NWDA - A Brief History 

1989: “Good Old Houses” demolitions
“Ruth Roth, the first to occupy the porch, was dragged off and arrested a few minutes later. At the 
time, she was chair of the NWDA Historic Resources Committee and spearheaded efforts to get 
the Overton Pettygrove houses declared historic landmarks…”

1971: I-505 Freeway along Vaughn-Upshur Corridor
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The NWDA - A Brief History 
The Northwest District Policy Plan 1977 

Well, you can’t fight City Hall they 
always say, except here in Portland 
Oregon you used to actually be able 
to! 

Way Back Then, neighbors in NW 
Portland (strongly) requested that 
the City help them to write a plan for 
how they wanted to see their 
neighborhood develop, and they got 
them to do it.

But, alas, that was Way Back Then.
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The NWDA - A Brief History 
Portland Neighborhoods and Coalitions
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The NWDA - A Brief History 
NWDA Boundaries

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Oldest NA in PortlandVaughn Upshur elevated viaduct



NWDA Director Orientation

The NWDA - A Brief History 
The Northwest District Plan 2003
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The NWDA - A Brief History 
The Northwest District Plan 2003
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The NWDA - Structure 
• Board: 7 members minimum, 15 Maximum, plus 2 non-voting Youth  

Directors
• Officers: President, 1st VP, 2nd VP, Treasurer, Secretary (Constitute the 

Executive Committee)
• Committees: each board member serves on at least 1 committee

o Parks
o Planning 

 Historic Preservation Subcommittee
o Safety and Livability
o Ad Hoc NWIM Implementation Working Group
o [Public Affairs and Communication]

• Bylaws: On Website
• Board Meetings: Monthly, 3rd Monday (4th Monday in case of holiday 

conflict)
• Annual Meeting: May
• Special Meetings: When called
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The NWDA - Director Duties
Duty of Loyalty (Conflict of Interest) 
• Avoid a conflict of interest or perceived conflict between the organization’s interests and 
your personal, professional, or business interests. 
• If a possible conflict arises, this fact should be clearly disclosed. 
• Represent the nonprofit in a favorable light. 

Duty of Due Care 
• Make reasonable decisions. 
• Provide financial management. 
• Comply with insurance protections and responsibilities. 
• Observe laws on tax-exempt status. 
• Fully participate in board meetings, deliberations and decisions. 
• Read, evaluate and ensure accuracy of all reports, including minutes and financial. 
• Ensure the organization has sufficient resources, including people, funding and other 
assets. 

Duty of Obedience 
• Be sure that all activities are in accordance with the mission, plans, policies and other 
board actions. 
• Be sure that they indeed serve the needs of the community that you represent. 
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The NWDA - Treasurer
Notes on NWDA Finances...

All volunteer organization; no staff and minimal expenses.

Funding comes from donations. NWNW provides accounting services.

Current cash balance is $29k; annual draft budget is $16k+.
-- Some funds are held in reserve accounts.

All expenses must be approved by the Board - either by approval of committee work 
plans, annual budget or board motion.

Our biggest annual expense: summer concerts.

Questions?
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The NWDA - Committees 

Board of Directors

NW Parking SAC 
Representatives

Parks 
Committee

Planning 
Committee

Safety and Livability 
Committee

AD Hoc NWiM 
Implementation 
Working Group

Historic Resources
Subcommittee

Executive 
Committee
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External Relations 
• Neighbors and Businesses in the Northwest

o Northwest Business Association (Formerly Nob Hill Business Assoc.)
o Northwest Parking SAC
o Friends of Wallace Park
o Slabtown Community Resources Association

• Neighborhood neighbors
o NWNW Coalition
o Northwest Industrial Business Association
o Five Core Coalition: central city NAs: Pearl, Old Town, Goose Hollow, 

Downtown, NWDA
o Public Safety Action Committee (city wide)

• City of Portland
o City Council
o Office of Community and Civic Life 
o Planning and Sustainability

 Planning and Sustainability Commission
o Development Services

 Design Commission
 Historic Landmarks Commission

o Transportation (PBoT)
o Parks
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External Relations 
Office of Community and Civic Life (ONI)
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External Relations 
Neighbors West/Northwest Coalition
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The NWDA - Values 

• Outreach and Engagement

• Inclusion and Equity

• Code of Conduct

• Conflict of Interest
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The NWDA – Values
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The NWDA – Values
Code of Conduct

The standard of behavior of the NWDA is that all staff, volunteers, officers and board 
members scrupulously avoid any conflict of interest between the interests of the NWDA on 
one hand, and personal, professional and business interests on the other. This includes 
avoiding actual conflicts of interest as well as perceptions of conflicts of interest. 
I understand that the purposes of this policy are: to protect the integrity of the NWDA's 
decision-making process, to enable our constituencies to have confidence in our integrity, and 
to protect the integrity and reputation of volunteers, staff and board members. 
Upon or before election, hiring or appointment, I will make a full, written disclosure of 
interests, relationships and holdings that could potentially result in a conflict of interest. This 
written disclosure will be kept on file and I will update it as appropriate. 
In the course of meetings of activities, I will disclose any interests in an transaction or 
decision where I (including my business or other nonprofit affiliation), my family andlor my 
significant other, employer, or close associates will receive a benefit or gain. After disclosure, 
I understand that I will be asked to leave the room for the discussion and will not be 
permitted to vote on the question. 
I understand that this policy is meant to be a supplement to good judgment, and I will respect 
its spirit as well as its wording. 
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The NWDA – Values
Conflict Of Interest

Section 6. Conflict of Interest. 
a. A Director must disclose any conflict of interest before discussion on a transaction. 
b. A Conflict of Interest transaction is a transaction with the corporation in which a Director 
of the corporation has a direct or indirect interest. A Director has a direct interest in the 
transaction if the Director stands to benefit personally by the transaction. A Director has an 
indirect interest in a transaction if another entity in which the Director has a material interest 
or of which the Director is a Director, officer or trustee is a party to the transaction. 
c. A transaction with which a Director has a conflict of interest may be approved either by the 
vote of the Board or by a committee of the Board, if the material facts of the transaction and 
the Director's interest are disclosed or known by the committee. 
d. A conflict of interest transaction is authorized, approved or ratified if it receives a majority 
vote by those on the Board or committee who have no direct or indirect interest in the 
transaction. 
e. The NWDA requires all board members and officers to abide by the following policy, to be 
signed annually: 
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The NWDA – Current Issues 
• Planning and Transportation Issues

o Development Proposals; density, neighborhood character
o Historic Preservation, including demolition of houses
o Montgomery Park redevelopment and streetcar extension
o ESCO site redevelopment
o Slabtown redevelopment
o Slabtown Square and neighborhood park 
o Good Neighbor Agreement with Timbers and Providence Park (parking)
o PBOT Streetscape proposals 23rd and 21st Avenues
o Northwest in Motion Implementation
o Possible Baseball Stadium

• Livability Issues
o houselessness
o litter, graffiti
o crime, vandalism
o Emergency preparedness
o Air quality
o Zenith tar sand oil train storage in industrial area

• Public Affairs Issues
o City of Portland Charter Review Commission
o Potential code changes for NAs from OCCL and Council
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The NWDA - Planning Issues 
The Con-way Master Plan - Slabtown
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The NWDA - Planning Issues 
Slabtown Neighborhood Park
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The NWDA - Planning Issues 
Montgomery Park Master Plan
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The NWDA - Planning Issues 
MP2H – ESCO Redevelopment
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The NWDA - Planning Issues 
MP2H – ESCO Redevelopment
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The NWDA - Planning Issues 
Northwest in Motion
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The NWDA - Livability Issues 
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The NWDA - Livability Issues 
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The NWDA - Livability Issues 
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The Northwest District 
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